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Overview 
The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
(FRPP) is a voluntary program that helps 
farmers keep their land in agriculture.   The 
program provides matching funds to State, 
Tribal, non-profit, or local government entities 
with existing programs that protect farmland 
through the purchase of conservation easements 
or development rights (eligible entities). 
 

The FRPP was reauthorized in the 2002 Farm 
Bill and is managed by the USDA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The 
cooperating entity acquires, manages, and 
enforces the easement.  The NRCS is also a 
Grantee. 

 

Eligible Farmland 
• Contains prime, unique, or other productive 

farmland, or includes significant historical or 
archaeological resources 

• Is part of a privately owned working farm 
• Location, size, and existing protections, such 

as zoning, support long-term agricultural use 
• Is at least 1/3 in active agricultural use and at 

least 1/3 Important Farmland soils 
• Has a pending offer for purchase of 

development rights from an eligible entity 
• In Wisconsin, has a current appraisal and 

draft easement 
• Has a conservation plan approved by the 

local Land Conservation Committee or 
NRCS for all Highly Erodible Land. 

 

Who can participate? 
Landowners participate by submitting an 
application to an eligible State, Tribal, non-
profit, or local government entity with an 
existing farmland protection program.  The 
eligible entity applies to NRCS for participation 
in the FRPP.   
 

 
  

 
The NRCS State Conservationist, with advice from 
the State Technical Committee, awards funds to 
successful applicants to purchase perpetual 
conservation easements. 
 
Application procedures: 
NRCS issues a Request for Proposals, detailing the 
current application guidelines and priorities. The 
eligible entity then submits a proposal to the NRCS 
State Conservationist. The proposal includes: 
• An overview of the State, Tribal, local, or non-

profit farmland protection program 
• The amount and source of funds available for 

easement acquisition  
• Information on pending offers including: parcel 

size and location, acres of Important Farmland, 
appraisal, draft easement, and historical or 
archaeological resources 

 

NRCS evaluates the proposals using ranking 
criteria developed with advice from the State 
Technical Committee.  Cooperative agreements are 
prepared for entities selected for participation.  
 
 

Funding & Accomplishments 
 

1996-2008: over $550 million obligated 
nationwide, to protect over 1470 square miles of 
productive farmland in all 50 states & Puerto Rico. 

 
 

 

Visit the USDA Conservation Programs 
Website:   www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs 
 

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation of 
farm legislation. It is preliminary and may change as USDA 
develops implementing policies and procedures.  Contact the 
FRPP Coordinator for details. 
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Wisconsin FRPP Projects 
1996-2008: Over $14.3 million approved for: 
 

   Baraboo Range Preservation Association 
   Dane County Agricultural Easement Program 
   Driftless Area Land Conservancy 
   Jefferson County Land Trust 
   Kinnickinnic River Land Trust 
   Natural Heritage Land Trust 
   Sauk County Baraboo Range Program 
   Town of Bayfield 
   Town of Dunn, Dane County 
   Wisconsin DNR 
   West Wisconsin Land Trust 
 

To protect over 12,400 acres on 79 farms in 12 
Wisconsin counties. 
 

 

Applications 
 

An annual Request for Proposals details 
application guidelines and priorities. Proposals 
from State, Tribal, non-profit, and local 
farmland protection programs are submitted to 
the Wisconsin NRCS State Conservationist 
during the application period (usually 1 to 3 
months in late winter or early spring). Funding 
is approved for the highest priority applications 
by September. The highest priority proposals:  
 

• Have firm pending offers from a farmland 
protection program with secure funding and a 
demonstrated ability to acquire, manage, and 
enforce conservation easements. 

 
• Have low to moderate easement value per 

acre, a recent appraisal, and easement terms 
which meet FRPP objectives. 
 

• Have a high percentage of Important Farmland 
soils, and land in active agricultural use. 
 

• Have size, location, zoning, and other factors that 
support long-term agricultural use of the farm. 
 
 

For more information/assistance: 
A wealth of farmland protection information is 
available on the American Farmland Trust web 
site (www.farmland.org), and from the AFT 
Farmland Information Center 
(www.farmlandinfo.org), established in partnership 
with the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 
 

AFT email: info@farmland.org 
AFT phone: 202-331-7300 

 

For current information on the Farm and Ranch 
Lands Protection Program in Wisconsin and on 
procedures and requirements for participation check 
the NRCS web site (www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov) under 
Programs, or contact the 
 
Wisconsin FRPP Coordinator: 

  

Carl Wacker, USDA, NRCS 
Wisconsin FRPP Coordinator 
8030 Excelsior Drive 
Madison, WI  53717 
phone: 608-662-4422 ext 246 
FAX: 608-662-4430 
E-mail: carl.wacker@wi.usda.gov
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